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(Mark 9:30-37)
They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, 31)
because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the
hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise." 32) But they did not understand what
he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 33) They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house,
he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 34) But they kept quiet because on the way
they had argued about who was the greatest. 35) Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "Anyone
who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all." 36) He took a little child whom he
placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37) "Whoever welcomes one of these
little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who
sent me."
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
The great apostle Paul once made the comment that in his preaching he passed on to his congregations
some important and valuable truths. Just what were those truths? Did they have to do with family values?
Conservation of the environment? Comments on social ills? 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 answers the question. For
what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 4) that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. (NIV)
That same truth is of first importance for us today.
Theme: Jesus Died and Rose for Us
1) Let’s not be afraid to ask what this means for us.
2) Let’s not strive to be the greatest
3) Let’s serve him as we serve the little children.
Jesus had withdrawn from the crowds of people with his disciples so that he could spend some time
teaching them about the one truth which was most important to them – his suffering and death for their sins and
his resurrection. He said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They
will kill him, and after three days he will rise." 32) But they did not understand what he meant and were
afraid to ask him about it.
Jesus was engaging his 12 disciples in some very intense instructions concerning what was going to
happen to him. His many miracles had given evidence of his divine nature. Those miracles had fueled the
popularity which made it difficult for him to have private teaching time with his disciples. The disciples
themselves had gotten caught up in what the future might hold for them as the disciples of a great miracleworker like Jesus. Jesus needed to redirect their attention to what was most important. So he spoke of himself
as the Son of Man to emphasize his human nature. There was no doubt that Jesus was divine but he had become
one of them. By speaking of himself as the Son of Man, Jesus is stressing that he has come as the seed of the
woman who would crush Satan’s head and rescue sinners from his control. The time when Satan would bruise
Jesus’ heal was drawing near. (cf. Genesis 3:15)

Soon the God-man was going to be handed over to sinful men. He would be killed. He would rise
again. The facts seem so simple and straight forward to us that we might be a bit surprised by the statement in
our text: But they (his disciples) did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.
How can we explain their lack of understanding? Have you ever had the experience of hearing about
something new and unusual and being a bit confused? Maybe you felt that way the first time someone talked
about some new technology or a new medical procedure. But later after you have had the opportunity to
experience the new procedure or technology first hand it all seemed so simple. Well that’s the situation the
disciples were in. They weren’t ready to accept some new ideas – they were so used to their old way of
thinking about the promised Savior as a political leader that they just couldn’t figure out why Jesus would want
to go to Jerusalem to die. They were so stunned by the statement that Jesus was going to die that they
immediately tuned out everything Jesus said after that. It’s like they didn’t even hear him speak about rising
from the dead. They were so taken aback by what Jesus said that they didn’t know what to think. Yet they
were so intent upon clinging to their own way of thinking that they were afraid to ask Jesus for more
information. To a large degree, their lack of understanding was the result of not wanting to understand.
Don’t we do the same when we hesitate to ask about matters that worry us or frighten us? Anger and
denial are common reactions to situations which make us fearful. Human nature foolishly believes that there
really are times when ignorance is bliss!
It’s important for us to ask the questions the disciples refused to ask! Jesus died and rose for us. Let’s
not be afraid to ask what this means for us. It’s an important question because as Paul reminds us the preaching
of the cross is often regarded as foolishness or a stumbling block. (1 Cor. 1:23) We can see that quite clearly if
we pay any attention at all to popular religious culture of our day.
What is it that concerns many of the religious people in our society today? Well, you’ll find all kinds of
commentary about politics, about social issues, about the economy and about the environment as evidenced in
Pope Francis visit to the United States and his recent speech before Congress.
The opening paragraphs of a CNN report on the Pope’s visit and speech to Congress read:
“Pope Francis challenged America Thursday to embrace millions of undocumented
immigrants and join a global campaign against climate change and poverty, wading
undaunted into the nation's volatile politics in a historic address to Congress.
Francis also called for a fairer world economy, the abolition of the death penalty,
the protection of ethnic and religious minorities, the outlawing of the global "blood" trade
in arms and the protection of the family in a speech sure to please liberals.
The speech underscored the emergence of Pope Francis as a global political leader - rather than a moral or spiritual voice alone. His boldness in staking out positions on the
nation's most pressing issues could reverberate through Capitol Hill and the 2016
presidential race in the months to come.”1
How did Pope Francis justify speaking about such concerns? His opening comments to Congress offer
his rational.
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“Yours is a work which makes me reflect in two ways on the figure of Moses. On the one hand,
the patriarch and lawgiver of the people of Israel symbolizes the need of peoples to keep alive
their sense of unity by means of just legislation. On the other, the figure of Moses leads us
directly to God and thus to the transcendent dignity of the human being. Moses provides us with
a good synthesis of your work: you are asked to protect, by means of the law, the image and
likeness fashioned by God on every human face.” 2
He further justified his comments to Congress by encouraging them to “Do unto others as they would
have them do to them.”
His remarks are typical of the social/political emphasis that ranks high on the agenda of many religious
leaders and teachers today. The emphasis is on man and his actions rather than on God and his actions. While
it is true that we are to love one another – it is also true that God has given his Scriptures to the church to make
us wise for salvation. Like Paul, it is the responsibility and privilege of pastors to proclaim Christ and him
crucified. But many would rather see their congregations become involved in social or political reform and in
making this world a better place to live. Sadly the message of Christ’s death and resurrection is no longer a
priority for many in the church today.
Because this is the religious climate in which we live, we need to ask: So what does Jesus’ death and
resurrection mean for us? It means first of all, that we are sinners. Now our own sin isn’t something that we
like to hear about, is it? The very mention of sin causes our consciences to make us feel guilty and we begin to
squirm. We may even try to deny our guilt or hide it. We may make excuses – “I’d didn’t mean it. I didn’t
know any better.” We may try to pass the blame on to someone else. However, the fact remains that we all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. That’s why Jesus had to die. He came to make things right with
God for us. He came to pay our penalty. Jesus died for us because we are sinners. That’s what Jesus’ death
means for us.
What else does Jesus’ death and resurrection mean for us? It means that now we have been justified or
declared not guilty of our sins. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 9) Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be
saved from God's wrath through him! 10) For if, while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
(Romans 5:8-10 NIV)
Jesus died for us. What does that mean for us? The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
(1 John 1:7 NIV)
Jesus rose for us. What does that mean for us? Since Jesus is alive we have salvation. Sin and guilt no
longer has control over us. Even death cannot hang on to us forever. Jesus put it so simply when he said,
“Because I live, you also will live.” (John 14:19 NIV) Hebrews 9:14 gives us this answer: the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from
acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! (NIV) We might add the thought that our
service begins here in time and will continue for all eternity.
Jesus died and rose for us? What does that mean for us? It means that through faith in him we will live
to serve him rather than sin for time and for eternity. That’s something the disciples at this point just did not
understand or accept as we heard in our text. They still wanted to live for themselves and so we read that they
got into an argument with each other. 33) They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked
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them, "What were you arguing about on the road?" 34) But they kept quiet because on the way they had
argued about who was the greatest.
Jesus was well aware of the conversation they had been having while they were walking with Jesus
toward Jerusalem. They were talking about who was the greatest among them. They were bickering about
whom God loved best. They were trying to figure out who would get the best job in Jesus’ kingdom – keep in
mind that they are still convinced that Jesus was going to set up an earthly kingdom. But when Jesus asked
them to tell him what they had been arguing about – they buttoned their lips. They knew Jesus would not have
approved.
The fact of the matter is that God does not play favorites. There is no difference between Jew and
Gentile, 23) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24) and all are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:22-24) Although the world might
look up to certain individuals as being important because of their lofty positions that’s not how God sees things.
Jesus explains this to his disciples: Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "Anyone who wants to
be first must be the very last, and the servant of all."
True greatness in God’s eyes comes not by deeds which draw attention to themselves but by humble
service which is most often not even recognized. Jesus had come to be the servant of all – truly he is the
greatest in the kingdom of God. There are some lessons for us as we consider the action of the disciples and
Jesus’ response to their arguing which of them would be the greatest.
Jesus died and rose for us. Let’s not seek to be the greatest. Arguments among Christians only serve to
hinder the efforts of the church to demonstrate and proclaim the love of Christ. There ought to be no place for
pointing fingers at someone else for their failures or for patting ourselves on the backs for jobs well done.
When we remember that Jesus died and rose for all – then we will have every reason to settle our differences, to
set aside our arguments, to stop trying to make ourselves look good, and to humbly serve each other and the
Lord in all that we do.
That’s the lesson Jesus taught when he called a little child and held him in his arms and said:
"Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me
does not welcome me but the one who sent me." Jesus died and rose for us: Let’s serve him as we serve
the little children. To receive a little child on the basis of Jesus’ name or to welcome him in Jesus’ name
means more that just taking care of the child’s physical needs – it includes spiritual care as well – being
concerned about the child’s eternal welfare.
The Lord Jesus is encouraging us as Christian parents and as members of a Christian congregation to
pass the love of Christ on to our children – sharing with them by word and example the love of Christ who died
for their sins and rose so they too might live with him.
Let’s serve the Lord as we serve his children. You know this might just be one of those situations where
we’re tempted to button our lips and refuse to ask, “What does Jesus mean by this?” We’ve got a pretty good
idea that it might involve some effort and we’re maybe not interested in making any drastic changes. But let’s
not fall into that trap. Serving the Lord’s children means putting their needs ahead of our own. Because parents
too have selfish desires and interests this doesn’t come naturally or easily. Maybe it’s not so hard when the
children are young and obviously helpless – but it’s another story when they are older and perhaps even bigger
and stronger than we are – then we have that tendency to think that now we can enjoy ourselves. So we put our
needs and interests ahead of theirs.
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Sadly that is often quite obvious when it comes to the spiritual education of our children. Our jobs, our
friends, our recreation – all of these may easily take priority over talking with our children about Jesus and his
word. Let’s ask another difficult question. How can we make Jesus, his word and opportunities to worship him
and learn of him a priority which shows itself in our lives as we attend church, Sunday School, Bible study each
week as a family and as we set aside time in our daily schedules for reading the Bible and talking about the
Sunday School lesson, the sermon, the Scriptures or the Bible study lesson? How often aren’t such activities
neglected? What reason do we have to deprive our children of the one thing needful? What reason could we
possibly have for failing to serve the little children? Jesus died and rose for them and for us.
Jesus died and rose for us – when we understand what that means for us and when we recognize that this
is of first importance – there will be changes in our lives. That’s something the disciples discovered after Jesus
died and rose again. Then they understood everything that Jesus was trying to teach them in our lesson today.
Jesus died and rose for us. Let’s be willing to ask and accept what this means for us. Let’s set aside our desires
to be great and let’s serve the Lord as we serve his children. Amen.
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